
ting betw
een good and bad im

m
igrants earning their opportunities

or losing them
. W

e fight for collective rights, for the recognition of
everyday practices in the law

 and for the realization of social and
political rights. 

The Association for Legalization is not looking for a quick gam
ble.

The Association is a global enterprise that w
ants to expand and pre-

pare for a different future.  The profit to be gained is a different
society. Becom

e a partner or associate. Take out shares. Organize!

W
e are am

ong you.

Association for Legalization

As m
an

y as on
e m

illion
 people in

 G
erm

an
y an

d m
illion

s
m

ore in Europe are living in lim
bo – their papers are either

in
sufficien

t or they have n
o docum

en
ts at all. There m

ight
be tw

o or five m
illion others supporting them

 voluntarily or
inadvertently in m

any w
ays

W
W

W
.RECHTAUFLEGALISIERUN

G.DE



W
e Are Am

ong You and W
e Dem

and Legal Status!

As m
any as one m

illion people in Germ
any and m

illions m
ore in

Europe are living in lim
bo – their papers are either insufficient or

they have no docum
ents at all. There m

ight be tw
o or five m

illion
others supporting them

 voluntarily or inadvertently in m
any w

ays.
In any case, w

e are here living am
ong you and are being deprived of

legal status and basic rights each day: in the streets, during ticket
checks on public transport, at the w

ork place, by the authorities, at
school, at kindergarten and som

etim
es w

hen least expected.

The Association for Legalization officially announces its decision to
revoke the social contract that has been established in the Federal
Republic of Germ

any and the European Union. It is the Association’s
purpose to push for the recognition of essential rights to legalizati-
on and m

obility.

Looking at Europe today, w
e see that it is possible to enter, reside

and travel w
ithin the countries bound by the Schengen accord. Yet,

the price is high and often m
eans living illegally. W

e know
 from

 the
unofficial story of m

igration that people have alw
ays m

anaged to
subvert regulations and stipulations as w

ell as avoid confinem
ent.

W
e know

 that people w
ithout a w

ork perm
it, stam

p in their pass-
port, or even lacking a passport all together are nevertheless not
pow

erless or w
ithout rights.

W
e have the right to claim

 our w
ages – w

ith or w
ithout w

ork per-
m

its. W
e have the right to accident insurance at w

ork. W
e have the

right to send our children to school. And, w
here there is no reco-

gnition of these rights, w
e w

ill continue to claim
 them

 and organize
for change.

W
ithout a doubt, the price of living w

ithout legal status is high:
living illegally m

akes you sick. Som
e people pay w

ith their lives,
others are caught w

ithout papers and deported. As a rule these sto-
ries, for better or w

orse, unfold w
ith little or no exposure. Few

people are w
illing to stand for it. M

ore often than not problem
s are

dealt w
ith individually and so the fight starts from

 scratch each
tim

e.

M
eanw

hile, legalization exists, but silently w
hile the rhetoric of

integration dom
inates w

hat can be heard. W
hen w

e dem
and papers,

the vote, dual citizenship, and access to social and econom
ic

resources, w
e break the silence left behind by the enforced confor-

m
ity of integration. U

ndocum
ented, illegal m

igration is m
erely the

tip of the iceberg w
ithin a differentiated system

 of deprivation and
exploitation of m

igrants. The Association for Legalization refutes
the racist stratification of opportunities for a good life in this country. 

The Association for Legalization is m
obilizing across the country. A

series of events are being organized and a netw
ork to create change

is being built across Europe. Ordinary and extraordinary social cir-
cles are invited to join us and becom

e official associates or silent
partners in the Association for Legalization. W

e w
ork to educate

people through m
edia and the arts, and w

e organize direct actions.
By producing our ow

n im
ages of this crim

inalized issue, w
e redefine

its perform
ance. The events speak to the everyday struggles of local

m
igrants and refugees as they attem

pt to find w
ork, a place to live,

an education and health care all the w
hile fighting for basic rights,

such as to m
obility. W

e provide a m
ultitude of w

ays to participate in
the Association’s activities, expanding its service area and opening
up new

 branches.

The Association for Legalization is not bound by an official con-
tract. It is an open invitation to participate and for our m

em
bers to

em
pow

er them
selves w

hile taking actions that prom
ote legalizati-

on. 

The Association for Legalization does not need prestigious offices.
Its place of business and official headquarters exists w

here the
autonom

y of m
igration takes place daily. Its branches are the cities,

the streets, the cafés, the m
arketplaces, the group residences, the

w
ork places, im

m
igration offices and deportation centres, in w

hich
people defend them

selves each and every day. In its subsidiaries,
solidarity is practiced continually. Its location is a m

ovem
ent that

w
ill push through the right of legalization and the right of m

obility
in the Europe of Schengen.

The Association for Legalization expects prosperous returns on its
product. There is m

ovem
ent in the m

arketplace. W
orkers w

ithout
labour perm

its have been successful in their strikes against w
age

fraud. Rom
a and Sinti have occupied churches, party offices and

border checkpoints in Germ
any for decades. Sex w

orkers w
ithout

papers are com
ing together and creating m

utual support organisati-
ons in the bigger cities. Across the country, refugees are organizing
and dem

anding the abolition of the racist law
s regarding asylum

seekers. Countless initiatives m
ake for trans-national trafficking in

solidarity. 

Germ
any’s im

m
igration and asylum

 legislation is outdated. The new
im

m
igration law

 – if it is ever passed – w
ill not am

ount to m
uch

m
ore than a hit-and-run in the land of Alm

anya. The Association
for Legalisation over-w

rites the traffic signs regulating im
m

igration
in this country. W

e are not interested in integration, or differentia-

First D
eclaration of the Association for Legalization
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